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John Lawrence's first appearance in public at Calcutta was
for the purpose of opening the agricultural exhibition which
had been prepared on a large scale by Sir Cecil Beadon, then
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. In his speech on that
occasion the Governor-General reminded his audience that
Indian agriculture, despite its many merits, was still back-
ward, and that all persons interested in it should educate them-
selves by studying the results achieved in more advanced
countries. Even he, cautious as he was in forming expecta-
tions, seemed to hope that the public would learn much practi-
cally from this great exhibition. The show, indeed, with all its
paraphernalia was elaborately prepared; most of the machines
and implements, to be seen at an agricultural exhibition in
England, were paraded before a vast concourse of Bengali
Natives, several experiments with steam-ploughs were displayed,
and indigenous products in great variety from the remotest
parts of vast provinces were spread before the crowd. There
was a general awakening, for the country was recovering fast
after the war of the mutinies ; the civil contest in America, then
at its height, was stimulating the Indian trade ; resources no
longer required for indigo culture, were being transferred to
Himalayan tea-gardens; and the waste land rules mentioned
in chapter VIII. were causing an additional influx of British
capital. Men were disposed to be sanguine, and seeing this
exhibition began to exclaim that two blades of cereals would
be made to grow where one had grown before. Sir Cecil
Beadon, having taken the most laudable trouble in arrang-
ing the show, seemed to catch* the enthusiasm of the moment.
Doubtless the exhibition had some educational effect upon
the Natives, but its influence in improving their agricul-
ture was inappreciable. The moral to be gathered is this, that
an impulse to the industry of a nation cannot be artificially
imparted by even the most powerful rulers.

John Lawrence next appeared publicly in the uniform of the
Calcutta Volunteers, which he donned in order to inspect that
corps. His experience during the war of the mutinies led him
to attach much political importance to the Volunteer movement